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Abstract

John Dryden occupies a central position in English literary history as the
most commanding literary figure of the Restoration age. His contribution is not
confined to a single genre or discipline; rather, it spans poetry, drama, prose, literary
criticism, political thought, and cultural history. This research paper adopts a
multidisciplinary approach to examine Dryden as a poet, writer, critic, and dramatist,
situating his works within the broader contexts of politics, philosophy, aesthetics,
religion, and socio-cultural transformation of seventeenth-century England. By
integrating literary analysis with historical, political, and critical perspectives, the
study highlights Dryden’s versatility and intellectual range. The paper argues that
Dryden’s literary practice reflects a synthesis of classical learning and contemporary
realities, making him not only a representative writer of the Restoration but also a
foundational figure in the evolution of modern English criticism and literary
professionalism.
Keywords: John Dryden, Multidisciplinary Approach, Restoration Literature, Literary
Criticism, Drama, Poetry
Introduction

The study of literature in the modern academic context increasingly
emphasizes interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary approaches, recognizing that
literary texts are shaped by, and in turn shape, multiple intellectual and cultural
domains. John Dryden (1631-1700), often regarded as the “father of English
criticism,” presents an ideal subject for such an approach. His literary career unfolded
during one of the most turbulent periods in English history, marked by the Civil War,
the Commonwealth, the Restoration of the monarchy, and the Glorious Revolution.
These historical upheavals profoundly influenced his writings across genres. Dryden’s
significance lies not merely in the volume or variety of his works but in his ability to
engage simultaneously with literature, politics, philosophy, and aesthetics. As a poet,
he refined the heroic couplet and used poetry as a medium for political commentary
and moral reflection. As a dramatist, he experimented with heroic drama, tragedy, and
comedy, responding to the tastes of Restoration audiences. As a critic, he laid down
principles of literary judgment that combined classical norms with modern
sensibilities. This paper seeks to explore Dryden’s multifaceted contribution through a
multidisciplinary lens, demonstrating how his works cannot be fully understood in
isolation from the intellectual and cultural currents of his age.
John Dryden and the Historical-Political Context

A multidisciplinary study of Dryden must begin with an understanding of the
historical and political environment in which he wrote. The Restoration period was
characterized by a renewed interest in order, authority, and classical ideals after the
instability of the Commonwealth. Dryden’s political allegiance to the monarchy
significantly shaped his literary output, particularly in his satirical and panegyrical
poems such as Absalom and Achitophel and Annus Mirabilis. From a political science
perspective, Dryden’s poetry functions as political discourse, articulating royalist
ideology and responding to crises such as the Exclusion Controversy. His use of
biblical allegory in Absalom and Achitophel demonstrates how literature becomes a
vehicle for political argument, blending theology, history, and satire. Thus, Dryden’s
work exemplifies the intersection of literature and political thought, revealing how
poetic form can serve ideological purposes.
Dryden as a Poet: Literary and Philosophical Dimensions

Dryden’s poetry reflects a deep engagement with classical philosophy,
particularly ideas derived from Aristotle and Horace. His emphasis on balance, order,
and clarity mirrors the Restoration’s preference for rationality and moderation. A
philosophical approach to his poetry reveals Dryden’s concern with human nature,
morality, and reason. Poems such as Religio Laici and The Hind and the Panther
engage directly with religious and philosophical debates of the age, illustrating his
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attempt to reconcile faith with reason. From a stylistic perspective,

Dryden’s mastery of the heroic couplet represents a significant contribution to English poetic form. His poetry
demonstrates a disciplined use of language, argument, and wit, aligning literary aesthetics with intellectual rigor. This
synthesis of form and philosophy underscores the multidisciplinary richness of Dryden’s poetic achievement.
Dryden as a Dramatist: Literature and Performance Studies

Dryden’s dramatic works invite analysis not only from a literary standpoint but also through the lens of
performance studies and cultural history. The reopening of theatres after the Restoration transformed drama into a
public and commercial enterprise, and Dryden was at the forefront of this transformation. His heroic plays, such as
The Conquest of Granada, reflect the influence of French drama and contemporary political ideals of heroism and
authority. Dryden’s engagement with dramatic theory, particularly his views on rhyme, plot, and the unities, illustrates
the intersection of creative practice and critical thought. His plays reveal an awareness of audience psychology,
theatrical conventions, and aesthetic experimentation. Thus, Dryden’s drama serves as a meeting point of literature,
performance, and cultural studies.
Dryden as a Critic: Foundations of English Literary Criticism

Dryden’s critical essays mark a turning point in the history of English criticism. Works such as An Essay of
Dramatic Poesy demonstrate his ability to synthesize classical criticism with contemporary practice. From a
theoretical perspective, Dryden’s criticism reflects early modern attempts to systematize literary judgment, drawing
upon rhetoric, philosophy, and comparative literature. Unlike rigid classical theorists, Dryden adopted a flexible and
pragmatic approach, emphasizing adaptability and contextual judgment. His comparative method, especially in
discussions of ancient and modern writers, anticipates later developments in literary theory. This critical openness
makes Dryden a key figure in the multidisciplinary evolution of literary studies.
Dryden as a Prose Writer and Translator

Dryden’s prose style, characterized by clarity, balance, and argumentative precision, contributes
significantly to the development of modern English prose. His translations of classical authors such as Virgil reflect an
engagement with classical studies, linguistics, and comparative literature. Translation, for Dryden, was not merely
linguistic transfer but cultural mediation, adapting classical texts to contemporary English sensibilities. This aspect of
Dryden’s work highlights the interdisciplinary relationship between literature, language studies, and classical
scholarship. His translation theory emphasizes the creative role of the translator, anticipating modern debates in
translation studies.
Conclusion

A multidisciplinary approach to John Dryden reveals him as a writer whose literary achievements transcend
generic and disciplinary boundaries. His poetry engages with philosophy and politics; his drama intersects with
performance and cultural history; his criticism draws upon classical theory and modern pragmatism; and his prose
reflects linguistic and intellectual clarity. Dryden emerges not only as the representative voice of the Restoration but
also as a foundational figure in the shaping of modern English literature and criticism. By situating Dryden within
multiple intellectual frameworks, this study demonstrates that his enduring relevance lies in his adaptability, critical
intelligence, and engagement with the complexities of his age. A multidisciplinary reading thus enriches our
understanding of Dryden and affirms his place as one of the most versatile and influential figures in English literary
history.
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